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Winona State couples share love stories

NICOLE GIRGEN
Mason Moran and Jenna Meyer. How did you meet? Jenna: Through mutual friends last semester, and we ended up having constitutional law together this semester. I thought that
I’d gotten the wrong book and decided to message Mason to see if we could go over the book. What was supposed to be a quick run-through of the book ended up being a three-hour
conversation that had nothing to do with class and we never opened up our backpacks. Favorite part of your relationship? We’re so mentally in sync with each other, we don’t have to
explain every reference we make to each other. We could reference Marvel Cinematic Universe, the War of 1812 and Schrödinger’s cat experiment in the course of a conversation and
still be on the same page. It also is really great having someone who will nerd out about the law with me.

Photo stories continued on page 10, see Couples.
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Winona State announces Winona Prize awardees

Left to right: senior Charlie Utzman, junior Sajda Omar and senior Danielle Eberhard were awarded money for the Winona Prize.
The Winona Prize is Winona State’s English writing contest, in which students submit their written pieces within three different
categories for the chance to win a cash prize, donated by an alumnus.

T

he Winona State University English
department has announced the winners
of the second annual Winona Prize in Creative
Writing as Winona State junior Sajda Omar,
senior Danielle Eberhard and senior Charlie
Utzman.
Every year, the English department hosts three
guest judges from the John S. Lucas Great River
Reading Series who assist the creative writing
faculty in choosing winners within the categories
of fiction, creative non-fiction and poetry.
Omar, an English writing student from
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Lewiston, Minn. won the fiction prize for her
short story “Ruby,” which was chosen by author
Sheila O’Connor.
“I was really excited because I felt kind of
validated,” Omar said. “This is an author that has
written books that decided that my story was
worthy of winning something among a bunch of
other people.”
Omar said she was even more excited when she
learned Eberhard, her roommate and friend, had
also won for her creative non-fiction piece.
“The day that me and Danielle found out that

TAYLOR NYMAN
photo editor
tnyman12@winona.edu

we won, we were just in a really good mood the
whole rest of the day,” Omar said. “We had a
reason to bond that day because we both won
something that was really important to us.”
Eberhard, an English double major in writing
and literature and language, won the prize for
her paper titled “Here’s to the Bitch Faced Girls,”
chosen by author and professor emeritus Kent
Cowgill.
Continued on page 6, see Winona Prize.
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Chick-fil-A denied by Student Senate

Fast food restaurant creates controversy at Winona State

T

he possibility of opening a Chick-fil-A
restaurant at Winona State University was
denied by Student Senate at a Wednesday, Feb. 8
meeting in a five to 17 opposed vote.
The idea was recently brought to the table
as part of Chartwells Dining Serivce’s plan to
renovate the Smaug area of Kryzsko Commons
As Winona State’s food service provider,
Chartwells developed the proposal and wanted
the student senators to review the idea, Student
Senate member Adam Thompson said. The
proposal was discussed for about a month among
the senate’s members until it was disapproved.
As part of the original plan, a representative
from Chik-fil-A came to Winona State and spoke
with the president’s cabinet as well senators
to address students’ concerns regarding past
controversies surrounding their company.
The controversy was about current political
stances, statements and donations to antiLGBTQ organizations made by Chick-fil-A,
Thompson said.
“The university was concerned on how we
would represent ourselves to LGBTQ and how
that would work with students on campus,”
Thompson said.
On the other side of the spectrum, junior class
Senator Max Gonzalez said he looked into the
research of the chain from the past and noticed
some of the donations had ceased since 2012.

Therefore, he said, Chick-Fil-A has distanced
itself from the controversy.
His decision to vote ‘yes’ weighed on where
some of the money went to and how much of the
money went to the groups associated with the
controversy.

“We are back to the
beginning stages, but this is
not the end of the world.”
-John Sinniger, director of Chartwells Dining Services
at Winona State University, on the impact of Student
Senate’s Chick-fil-A denial

the lack of healthier choices. Even if the chain
argues they are healthier because they use fresher
chicken, Thompson said, it would not be the
same as having a salad bar.
To find out how students felt about the
issue, Gonzales gathered over 287 students’
perspectives on the topic, asking whether they
were in favor or not or whether they did not care.
His survey was taken during three different days
and at three different times of the day in the area
where the chain was supposed to be located.
From the survey, Gonzalez said a wide variety
of students expressed their support into bringing
a Chick-fil-A on campus.
As the junior class representative, he paid a lot
of attention to the junior class, and found out
more than 87 percent of the students were in
favor of the proposal.
“It was important to know what the actual
students wanted,” Gonzalez said.
Director of Chatwells Dining Services John
Sinniger said Chartwells expects to spend more
than $1 million in a planned Smaug renovation.
According to Sinniger, the idea of bringing
a national chain to campus came up when the
university’s food committee was asked to pursue
a national concept to the forefront.

When making his vote, Gonzalez also took into
account the size constraints in the Smaug area
and the cost other bigger franchise chains would
have meant for the university.
Gonzalez said Chick-fil-A would have been
a more affordable option, instead, without
requiring Chartwells to pay the franchising
fee, which would have added up a lot in the
investment.
In the debate, another big concern included
with the possibility of opening a Chick-fil-A was Continued on page 4, see Chick-fil-A.

New eats? A quick look at the Smaug renovation...
• After deciding to bring in a national chain to Winona State
University, Chartwells’ national director of retail strategy
proposed Chick-fil-A as an option to update the campus’
Smaug eating area in Kryzsko Commons.
• According to Director of Chartwells Services at Winona State
University, John Sinniger, the company plans to spend more
than $1 million on renovations to the space.
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• The idea of bringing a Chick-fil-A to campus caused a
controversy among students regarding the company’s position
on LGBTQ rights.
• In a five to 17 vote, Winona State’s Student Senate decided to
deny the chain from being added to the Smaug. Sinniger said
this means Chick-fil-A is off the table, and Chartwells is
searching for a new option for the Smaug area.
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Chick-fil-A, continued from page 3.
Sinniger said Chartwells brought in its national
director of retail strategy who mentioned Chickfil-A is one of the more popular choices for
university campuses. When looking at data from
other campuses, he said there are 260 Chick-fil-A
restaurants in other universities, 85 of which are
ran by Chartwells. For instance, St. Cloud State
University just introduced a new Chick-fil-A, and
it instantly became their most popular option, he
said.
“That being said, we wanted to introduce it
here, too,” Sinniger said.
Sinniger said he wanted students to identify
and recognize a brand with the hope to attract
many students to buy meal plans. When selecting
a new option, these are important concepts to
take into account, he said.
“If you don’t give students something new and
don’t work the menu structure into what they
are looking for, they won’t buy the meal plan,”
Sinniger said. “If you keep something that’s
beyond tired, it’s not attractive anymore.”
According to Sinniger, a Chick-fil-A would
have met space parameters, costs and menu
pricing.
When dealing with a national concept, Sinniger
said the process involves plenty of options and
ideas to consider, along with the need to meet the
university’s rules and the chain’s own set of rules.
A site survey that includes spacing, enrollment,

campus size, profit and costs are sent to a
first-year English major BriShaun Kearns also
potential restaurant that is considering opening
said she is glad the motion did not pass and
a space at the university. After that is done, the
would rather renovate and invest on the options
process of creating contracts begins.
currently on campus.
At first, when the idea was brought to the table,
“Chick-fil-A wouldn’t have been a good option
Sinniger said he was not expecting nor meaning
for us,” she said.
for the issue to be controversial, but rather, he
Other students saw benefits from the chain’s
thought it would be worth introducing to the
presence on campus.
university.
Senior Tim Hall said he was in favor of having
Sinniger added the students’ ideas and
a Chick-fil-A on campus because it would have
expectations at Winona State campus could be
offered better food options than the current
different from those on other campuses, since
ones. He added Chick-fil-A was a convenient
every university is different.
chain because Chartwells did not have to pay a
“It has brought more concerns than what I
franchising fee.
was anticipating. I did what I was asked to do,”
“The only realistic option would have been
Sinniger said.
opening a Chick-fil-A. There was a great
For some students, the controversy
potential of profit involved,” Hall said.
surrounding Chick-fil-A was enough for them
Sinniger said within the next month, Chartto not want the restaurant on campus. Public
wells will explore new options. It is important to
administration junior Elijah Morris-Holliday
invest on the university’s facilities because after
said he was against the motion as an advocate for some time they become they need updating, he
the LGBTQ community.
added.
“We all have human rights, and those rights
“It’s always good to renovate and refresh areas
have to be protected,” Morris-Holliday said.
from time to time,” Sinniger said. “We try to be
Morris-Holliday said he appreciates the time
proactive and stay on the cutting edge of change
senate spent on the matter because the decision
and look. We are back to the beginning stages.
reflected what students wanted. He said there
But this is not the end of the world.”
should be other concepts to look into that would
BY SARA TIRADOSSI
fit within the university’s budget and a greater
news reporter
variety of options to attract more students.
stiradossi13@winona.edu

SECURITY INCIDENTS
12:45 p.m.: A bike
was stolen outside
of Sheehan Hall
and reported
missing Feb. 1.
Jan. 30

Feb. 10

Jan. 31

9:32 p.m.: A male in
East Lake Building
B was found with
drugs and drug
paraphernalia.
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10:13 a.m.: A
license plate was
stolen from the
Tau Center
parking lot.

8 a.m.: A tablet was stolen
from Maxwell Hall. The
matter was reported on Feb.
10 and referred to the
Winona Police Department.

12:02 p.m.: A laptop
was reported
stolen from Baldwin
Lounge in Kryzsko
Commons.
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Krueger Library introduces new live chat
L

ast semester, the Darrel W. Krueger Library
on the Winona State University campus
released its new live chat service, or lib chat, to its
website, with the hopes of being able to further
help students with research.
Stewart Van Cleve in the university’s web
and digital services said the lib chat service is
“especially good for students who don’t want to
come into the library or are distance learners,” as
well as those who may find it intimidating to ask
for help in the middle of the library.
There are a few ways to access the live lib chat
feature. One way is through the library’s main
website, by clicking “ask a question,” and the
other is through D2L. If a question is asked
after the hours listed, students can still ask their
question, and the answer to the question will be
sent to them via email or text when the chat is
live again.
Another way to access it is through one of the

databases. For example, while in the academic
search primer, which is one of the most popular
databases according to Van Cleve, the chat
service is on the left-hand side.
If students are struggling with the databases,
the librarians are able to send video tutorials
on how to use the databases. This includes the
different databases and encyclopedias.
The chat is available every day of the week at
different times. These hours are Monday through
Thursday from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., Friday from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m., Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
and Sunday from 1 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Van Cleve does recommend coming into the
library when doing in-depth research as well as
asking for assistance from the librarians.
According to Van Cleve, the librarians are a
great asset to student research.
“ [If] you are doing a number of searches we
can give you some recommendations,” Van Cleve

said.
Many of the librarians at the university also
worked on the project to bring the chat groups to
the university.
Tammy Owens, who was Van Cleve’s
predecessor, was the staff member who started
the work on the project. Many libraries have this
function, and the Krueger library wanted to be
one that had it as well, Van Cleave said.
Then librarian Allison Quam was able to get
the program to a place where everyone could
start to work on it, according to Van Cleve, who
discussed how he took over the project after
Quam’s departure.
According to Van Cleve, the librarians are
looking for feedback on the chat service so they
can improve it for future students.
BY MADDIE SWENSON
news reporter
mcswenson15@winona.edu

Security, Student Senate discuss nighttime campus safety

W

inona State University Student Senate
officers have been working with the
university’s Director of Security Chris Cichosz
to help improve nighttime campus safety for
students and faculty.
According to Student Senate officer and
sophomore Jackson Ramsland, the senate has
been discussing safety for the last year and trying
to get safety features in place to help improve the
system.
“We are working with director of Security to
make escort services better,” Ramsland said.
“We just want to make sure that everyone when
they ask for an escort is given respect, and they
shouldn’t have to be waiting a long time.”

The escort services are provided by Winona
State’s Security when a student feels unsafe
getting home at night. The service provides
students with an escort home.
“The way it works right now is you can ask
for an escort, and they will take you up to four
blocks from campus,” Ramsland said. “People had
kind of come to us and said they called Security
for an escort, and then they never showed up or
they were rude to us.”
Ramsland said the senate wants to make sure
the escort services are a priority for the students
using them.
“Safety became a bigger concern at the
beginning of the year when two students

passed away, which was extremely unfortunate,”
Ramsland said. “We really want to make sure
that not only students feel safe, but… at least
traditional parents there is that expectation that
we are going to be keeping students safe.”
Ramsland also said the senate has talked about
students not always feeling safe while they are on
campus and how the senate can change that.
“When you walk across campus at night it
makes people feel nervous,” Ramsland said. “So
we want to make sure that not only everyone is
safe but feel comfortable walking around campus
and being in Winona.
Continued on page 6, see Safety.

Meet the news staff...
Olivia Volkman-Johnson

Academic & administrative reporter

Cheney Mason

Crime & Security reporter

Nathaniel Nelson
Technology reporter

Colin Kohrs
Local reporter

Sara Tiradossi

Health/Student Senate reporter

Maddie Swenson
General reporter
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Winona Prize, continued from page 2.
Eberhard wrote the paper for her non-fiction
prose class as a response to being told to smile all
the time due to her self-described “bitch face.”
“I’ve always been asked ‘Why don’t you smile
more? What’s wrong with you? You look mad;
you look pissed off,’” Eberhard said. “I did a lot of
research about why men ask women to smile, but
no one gives a crap if a guy is sitting there and
doesn’t look happy.”
Utzman, also an English writing student with a
minor in mass communication, won the prize for
his poem “How Not to Be a Poet,” chosen by poet
Mark Wunderlich.
Utzman wrote the poem during his sophomore
year at Winona State for his advanced poetry
class.
“We had to write a poem that was influenced
by a different poet, so I wrote one based off of a
Wendell Berry poem called ‘How to Be a Poet,’”
Utzman said. “It’s kind of a depressing poem. But
I wrote it after I had a big slice of pizza, so I was
in a great mood.”
Each of this year’s winners receives a $1,500
scholarship and will have their works published
in Satori, Winona State’s literary and arts
magazine.
Both Eberhard and Omar said they plan to
use most of their prize money to pay bills and to
also treat themselves. Utzman plans to use his
part of his winnings to travel to Texas with his
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roommate for spring break.
“I think the contest is pretty cool—a mysterious
donor is paying kids to write. It’s pretty sweet,”
Utzman said. “I [can] tell people that I’m an
award-winning poet.”

“It’s a really good feeling when
you find out that your work is
validated, and you don’t know
that unless you try.”
-Danielle Eberhard, Winona Prize winner and senior
English double major in writing and literature and
language.
The scholarships are awarded by the Winona
State University Foundation and the Winona
Prize is funded by an anonymous donor and
Winona State graduate who wanted to show their
appreciation for the university.
“I hope that the writing contest will be not
only an opportunity, but also a challenge to
students and faculty alike,” the donor said in last
spring’s issue of Currents, Winona State’s alumni
magazine. “You never know, the writing contest

may even change someone’s life.”
As a Director of Development for the Winona
State University Foundation, Cindy Jokela assists
donors and alumni who wish to give gifts for
programs and scholarships to Winona State
students.
“There are so many programs and scholarships
and opportunities here at WSU that are made
possible through the generosity of our donors,”
Jokela said. “It’s helpful for the students to know
somebody cares about them and wants to support
them.”
After graduating, Omar and Utzman said they
both hope to become television writers, while
Eberhard hopes to work as a graduate assistant
teaching writing at Winona State.
The students said the prize has given them
confidence in their writing abilities and their
career aspirations, and they encourage other
Winona State students to submit their own work.
“It’s a really good feeling when find out that
your work is validated, and you don’t know that
unless you actually try,” Eberhard said.
“There’s literally no reason that you shouldn’t,”
Omar agreed. “There’s no bad that can come of it.
Put yourself out there.”
BY OLIVIA VOLKMAN-JOHNSON
news reporter
ovolkmanjohns15@winona.edu

Safety, continued from page 5.

Student Senate officer senior Rebekah Bailey
said a big part of what the senate was discussing
as a solution last year was more street lighting.
“That’s something that is still in the works of
being implemented properly,” Bailey said. “That
would take work from not only Winona State
but the city of Winona, so with that it’s still a
process.”
According to Ramsland, there are some
provisions and processes in place. He explained
how last year, there was a pedestrian safety group
launched, which he is a part of, and it includes
people from the city of Winona, representatives
from Winona State and some students.
“Basically we talk about what can we do to
hopefully decrease pedestrian accidents around

the city,” Ramsland said. “So one of the things we
do as far as lighting goes is they are increasing
the lighting as the bulbs go out they replace them
with LED light.”
The LED lights are better for the environment
as well as brighter lighting for the lamps,
Ramsland said.
Bike security was another dimension of safety
and crime prevention Ramsland said the senate
has been working to improve.
“Unfortunately, people are still stealing bikes
and cutting locks and stuff,” Ramsland said. “So
we worked with facilities last semester to identify
places where we think the bikes are getting stolen
more often.”
Ramsland said they worked with the facilities

to increase lighting in the places where the bikes
were getting stolen or moving bike racks to better
spots on campus.
Ramsland said this is continuing because it
has made it onto the administration platform,
and they are looking for more ways to keep bikes
from getting stolen on Winona State’s campus.
“That is really nice because they are still
thinking of ways to help.” Ramsland said
“It’s coming together slowly but hopefully
surely,” Bailey added.

BY CHENEY MASON
news reporter
cmason14@winona.edu
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Senior University extends educational opportunities

E

ducation comes in many different forms. As
part of the Winona State University Retiree
Center’s Senior University program, retired individuals from the Winona State community and
Winona community are expanding their educational options.
Starting in the fall of 2009, Senior University
has reached out to retired members of the Winona community for participation in the program.
During Senior University, participants take a
course of their choosing for four to six weeks.
Courses are available in the fall, spring and summer.
The courses cover a variety of topics and are
taught by retired professors, current professors or
experts within the community.
Jim Reynolds, co-creator of the Retiree Center
and retired Winona State sociology professor,
discussed how the Retiree Center brings in the
experts to teach the courses.
“We have classes on wildflowers and we recruited Dave Palmquist, who is a retired naturalist
from White Water State Park,” Reynolds said.
Since Feb. 1, Senior University has invited
retired Winona State history professor Marianna
Byman to teach a course about Charles Darwin.
The course follows different research and writings
that Darwin worked on throughout his life.
Timothy Forester, a retired pastor, is currently
taking the course and said he enjoys the different
experiences that his fellow students bring with
themselves to class.
“With an age group like this, a professor doesn’t
need to beg for participation, the conversation
just flows and pours out of the audience,” Forester said. “You will be sitting next to an expert
on physics or psychology and they will add their
experience to the classroom.”
The courses offered through Senior University
are based in academics and the participants are
assigned optional readings.
“On occasion we will have popular topics, but

Jennifer Anderson, middle, speaks with members of Winona State’s Senior University. Winona
State is the only university in the Minnesota State system with a retiree center.

otherwise the courses have academic rigor to
them so participants are stretched in a new direction and challenged in their thinking,” Reynolds
said.
According to Jessica Kapushman, the director
of the Retiree Center, the courses are open to
all ages, but those who usually enroll are 55 and
older.
Over the years, 70 Senior University courses
have been taught. During the summer courses,
the students go on field trips outdoors and explore the Winona community.
Kevin Possin, a member of the curriculum
committee for Senior University, discussed the
different field trips that the students of summer
courses have gone on.
“We had one field trip out on the Mississippi,”

KENDAHL SCHLUETER
photographer
kschlueter15@winona.edu

Possin said. “With the Cal Fremling classroom
boat, the course on the Mississippi spent the day
on the boat doing water samplings.”
Possin also said other field trips have been
to Bluff Creek, and this summer there will be a
course field trip to Lake Winona.
The outdoor courses give participants a chance
to work beyond the classroom and open up opportunities for new activities.
Nancy Amann, the Retiree Center’s office manager developed a passion for birding after taking
one summer course.

Continued on page 12, see Senior.
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“First Person” shines spotlight on gender transition

S

ome people know from the time they are children that something is different about them.
JamieAnn Meyers said she felt this way every day
of her life and for a long time struggled to figure
out what made her so feel so different.
Meyers took the stage Friday, Feb. 10 in Winona State University’s Somsen Hall to present
her play “First Person: A Life in Transition.” The
play was free and open to the public, and a panel
discussion was held prior.
“First Person” is a story about Meyers’ transition from male to female and the obstacles that
came along with this decision. The play was
written and performed by Meyers and features
the acting talents of Zealot Hamm, Beckett Love,
Suzi Love and Eileen Noonan, with Shalee Coleman as director and Sarah Wolf as stage manager.
Meyers was born during the 1940s and began
her transition in the early 2000’s. She is what she
calls, a “trans elder.”
While transitioning, she found people who
understood and supported her decision, but
she said she also found individuals who lacked
understanding and were less than polite when
discussing their feelings towards her transition.
People often asked her “When did you transition?” and she would reply, “From when I was a
fetus, until long after my death.”
The play featured 12 scenes based off true experiences from Meyers’ life, ranging from struggles
to find early acceptance within her peer groups
to difficult conversations with loved ones. It shifts
from past to present and from reality to imagination.
“It is profoundly important as a queer or trans
person to see on the stage yourself represented,”
Noonan said.
In Meyers’ play, the cast was free to express
themselves in ways they never thought was possible through her voice. Meyers’ scenes are intended to have the audience members get inside her
mind through her gift storytelling.
Cast members could relate to Meyers’ theme of
feeling lost and confused, especially Hamm. She
enrolled in college for graphic design but ended
up getting nowhere, despite putting in a lot of

8 - LIFE

“Trans elder” JamieAnn Meyers (middle left) explains her life transition of becoming a woman
in a self-performed play and panel discussion at Winona State.

hard work.
“I didn’t want to necessarily impress my peers,
but I wanted to have something to share with
them,” Hamm said.
Hamm ended up dropping out due to financial
reasons and found herself in a state of depression, wanting to find a sense of creative accomplishment. Soon after transitioning from male to
female, she went to audition for a part in “20%
Theater Company” in the Twin Cities.
“They called me on my birthday and told me I
got the part I auditioned for, and I just took off
from there. I have been with the company ever
since,” Hamm said.
Hamm, along with everyone else in the cast,
have roots with “20% Theater Company.” Meyers

NIKKO ARIES
photographer
naries12@winona.edu

joined in 2012 and is grateful for the team of
friends the company has given her, which included director Coleman.
Coleman was the one who originally encouraged Meyers to incorporate a Greek chorus into
her monologues, though Meyer’s original intent
was to create a performance around just herself. Coleman persisted, and Meyers then added
members from the company. From there they
began to create the world.

BY DANNY MORIARTY
sports reporter
dmoriarty12@winona.edu
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Dancescape prepares for annual production
T

he dance floor laid onstage, commonly referred to by its brand, Marley, bears the wear
of the dancers’ rehearsals. All around Winona
State University’s Performing Arts Center (PAC),
collaborative efforts put on a memorable experience.
Props and costumes form a quick-change
process similar to a NASCAR pit crew. Designers
work to give each dance a unique lighting effect
to compliment the acts on display. Crew clad in
black headsets execute the task at hand, while
remaining on cue.
Sophomore Andy Glischinski, seniors Gavin
Johnson and Hannah Wicklund, graduated
student Casey Howe and guest lighting designer
Evelyn Trulen stand at the ready as the students
in charge of putting each dance in a good light.
Dancescape 2017 will convey a different meaning to all those who experience it, creating a wide
range of emotion to be interpreted.
The various messages carried through the language of movement will leave some in awe, and
others rejuvenated. Some pieces will capture one’s
most basic instincts, followed by another that
invites deep inner reflection.
Dancescape begins in the PAC at 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 16 and will end Saturday, Feb. 18.
This is the 27th annual performance of Dancescape, and each show proves itself to be vastly
different from the previous. This year, 14 dances
will be featured in a show unlike any other. For
$6, students can enjoy an evening of dance and
artistic expression. Tickets are $12 for the public.
The dances are student produced, with choreographers from Winona State forming original
material. Choreographers include sophomores
Kassidy Jackson, Jenna Grochow and Andrea
Wippich, and juniors Courtney Harms, Adyson
Johnson, Renee’ Beaird, Ella Dierberger, Matt
Erickson, Nick Garcia and Addelle Vietor. Each
dance has its own message, prompting attendees
to keep their mind open to new concepts.
“You put on your game face and really get in
your element,” Erickson said. “It’s really empowering.”
Many of the pieces take a modern approach to
dance. For junior Andrea Guerrero, it is a chance

Left to right: Bailey Alleman, Samantha Johnson and Taylor Storlie perform “Postremo
Pacem” for Dancescape during a dress rehearsal in the Vivian Fusillo Main Stage Theatre on
Monday night.

to expand her knowledge of how to move her
body. It is her first year doing any contemporary
dance. Her experience in bachata and other Latin
American forms of dancing is different from the
work she has put into this year’s show.
“You have to be really loose,” she said.
Instead of a stiff posture, Guerrero moved like
water.
One dance, “Steam Heat,” is a reconstruction of
the work of Bob Fosse, brought to life by Repertory choreographer Erin Drummond. The dance
features sophomores Hannah Ose, Danielle
Schlager, and Grochow in matching suits and top
hats grooving to the jazzy beats of the age.
“It looks easy, but it’s very intricate, very specific,” Ose said.
Every dancer hopes to triumph, particularly in
Jackson’s original work she titled “Triumph.” Two
clear moods are depicted in the dance, one of
struggling, followed by overcoming. It is exemplified further when a creative costume shift takes

TAYLOR NYMAN
photo editor
tnyman12@winona.edu

place, signifying the transformation that takes
place when the dancers prevail.
Jackson’s work involves “having an idea in my
head and telling a story through movement,”
adding that the audience should “get ready for an
artistic rollercoaster.”
Other dances are built on themes of friendship
and compassion. Sophomore Nicole Miller is a
participant in the piece “I’m fine,” choreographed
by Beaird. Miller has had dance experience in
high school, including lyrical, hip hop and jazz,
but recognizes this performance as something
different.
“I think it’s really interesting. It’s cool to see
something new,” Miller said.
A range of different performances will display
the selection of unique dances and talent this
year.
BY KILAT FITZGERALD
features reporter
kfitzgerald13@winona.edu
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Couples, continued from page 1.

Shenae Davis and Jacob Whelan. How did you meet? Shenae: We met
last year on Feb. 25 on the app Tinder. We first met each other March 2
at the La Crosse Perkins for a late-night strawberry milkshake. We hit it
off very well and we talked for what felt like hours. Afterwards, Jacob
would make an excuse to see me in Winona. On April 2, Jacob had to
dog sit for his brother and he asked if I would see him in La Crosse
and help him dog sit, I said yes. We decided during the weekend that
we wanted to be in a relationship. Two weeks after that weekend, we
became Facebook official and the rest is history.

NIKKO ARIES

KENDAHL SCHLUETER

Picture taken in October 2016 - Kaylee Stuckey and Nick Hernandez. How did you meet? Kaylee: I met Nick on the way to a mission trip in Tennessee. I offered to carpool from Milwaukee to save
gas. We drove four hours together with him barely getting to say a word cause I talked so much. After a few years of being close friends, I finally gave in and we’ve been dating ever since. Favorite part of
your relationship? Nick: I love being with someone that is just as weird as I am. I love being able to be myself around her. I love that she wants to see me succeed and I want the same for her. I love that we
can be goofy together. I guess my favorite part is dating my best friend.

10 - COVER STORY

NIKKO ARIES
Left to right: Beth and Cindy Killion. The two met when Beth was teaching at WSU as a replacement for a sabbatical in 1996, and she attended a new faculty orientation that Cindy was attending. Their
mutual friend, Colette Hyman, introduced them. Beth remembers Cindy was wearing a button that said “No one knows I’m a lesbian,” and thought it was funny. They became friends, were engaged one
year later and had the first of two ceremonies – the first in 1998 was a “commitment ceremony,” when they could not legally marry; the second was in 2013 on Aug. 1, the first day when Minnesota allowed
legal same-sex marriages.

BRIANNA MURPHY
Left photo: Jocelyn Puhl and Jared Lonergan.
They met in Breckenridge, Colo. on a trip with the
WSU ski and snowboarding club. On Feb. 19 they
will have been dating for one month. Jared said
his favorite thing about their relationship is that
Jocelyn is always busy, but always still makes time
for him. Jocelyn said her favorite thing about their
relationship is that they never run out of things to
talk about.

Right photo: Taylor Becker and Nicholas Quist.
How did you meet? We met in high school after
doing a matchmaker fundraiser. We were each
others matches and just decided to start talking,
and here we are four and a half years later. Favorite
part of your relationship? Being able to grow up
together and having someone to transition with
from high school to college is a cool experience.

NICOLE GIRGEN
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Senior, continued from page 7.
“Taking the birding class changed my life. I
took that class and all of a sudden my husband
and I are birding all the time,” Amann said. “You
never know what course will open your eyes to
something you really like.”
Besides working with Winona State professors,
Winona State students have offered up their assistance to the Senior University courses.
In the fall of 2015, Senior University offered
a course about fitness and wellness for active
adults. With this course, the participants worked
closely with students in the cardiac rehab program. According to Jim Reynolds, the students
interviewed the participants about their own
fitness and wellness goals.
“Based on the goals, the students enrolled in
this course took all of the participants of the
class to a lab in the HERS (Health exercise and
rehabilitative sciences) department and put us
through eight stages to measure different levels of
fitness,” Reynolds said.
After the eight stages, the students met with the
instructor of the course and customized a workout regimen for each participant.
For those who work closely within the Retiree
Center, their goal is keep retirees connected to
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the university after they retire.
“What I do is try to come up with new ways to
bring things together, so that is why we come up
with new ideas for programs so we give people
different opportunities to be social,” Kapushman
said.

“When you retire, you have to
have something to retire to and
these classes have provided me
with the life-affirming chance to
stay connected and involved.”
-Jim Reynolds, co-creator of the Retiree Center
Kapushman also said Winona State is the only
university within the Minnesota State system
with a retiree center.
Kapushman, who was recently elected to the
board of directors for Association of Retirement
Organizations in Higher Education, said other

universities have been impressed by Winona
State and are trying to start programs similar to
Senior University.
“They’ve been very impressed with what we do
considering the size of the university,” Kapushman said.
After retirement, some individuals do not know
what to do with their free time. With programs
like Senior University, retirees in the Winona
Community are able to participate in socially and
intellectually engaging activities.
“All of the programs we offer are different and
open up new ways of remaining connected,”
Reynolds said. “When you retire, you have to
have something to retire to and these classes have
provided me with the life-affirming chance to
stay connected and involved.”

BY ELIZABETH PULANCO
features reporter / copy editor
epulanco12@winona.edu
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New Alumni Relations director settles into role
W
inona State University welcomes a new
face on campus and in town, Mark Reitan,
as the new Alumni Relations director, after being
without a director since August.
Tracy Hale, associate director of Alumni Relations, was busy last semester doing both her job
and the director’s job during the hiring process.
“It usually takes four to six months, there are
so many channels and steps to go through,” Hale
said regarding the process.
After months of searching, the faculty welcomed Reitan to the position.
“The faculty has been very welcoming,” Reitan
said. “They are a dedicated group of employees
who want to make you feel welcomed, and it has
been very much appreciated.”
Reitan moved into Somsen 206 in January, with
a busy transition into his new career. Already
he has been to Arizona, attending many of the
alumni events that were already scheduled. He is
looking forward to expanding and enhancing the
alumni relations on campus.
Hale said things are going well, and Reitan fits
right in.
“[Reitan is] easy to talk to, interested in learning about the alumni and their stories about
Winona, and how people are proud to share their
stories and experiences here,” Hale said.
Reitan says his favorite part about coming to
Winona State has been gaining a connection with
the alumni, and he is looking forward to using
the knowledge he has gained from working at a
small university and at a large university prior to
working at Winona State.
Reitan worked at the Rose-Hulman Institute
of Technology in Terra Haute, Ind. as the major

New Alumni Relations Director Mark Reitan assumed his position this semester. After months of
searching, Reitan took over the role in January.

gift officer and the University of Minnesota as
executive director for the MHA Foundation and
Alumni Association.
“Winona State’s campus isn’t too small, it isn’t
too large, it fits right in the middle,” Reitan said.
“And it’s a beautiful area.”
Reitan said his favorite spot in Winona is the
Great Rivers Bluff, because of the view, and his
love for the outdoors.
Reitan lives in an apartment in Winona, and his
wife, Kirsten, lives in Green Bay where she works
for the gifted and talented program.
“She is really good at what she does. She serves
on the state board, has presentations at national

NIKKO ARIES
photographer
naries12@winona.edu

conferences,” Reitan said. “She is a wonderful
friend and companion in life, and I admire her.
She is very special.”
He sees his wife on the weekends, and they
have three adult sons, David, Erik and Hans.
“You have a perfect size organization, in a
beautiful setting, close to many of the resources
my wife and I enjoy. I love being able to hunt,
fish, camp, bike, all those things we do,” Reitan
said. “For us, fishing, camping, hiking, skiing, all
those things are here—plus the opportunity to
BY MICHAELA GAFFKE
features writer
mgaffke12@winona.edu
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Editorial: A Modest ProMeet the editing staff...
posal from a Bitter Cyclist

I bike in the winter, and no, I am not one of those aggressive endurance athletes.
I am simply a college student that prefers to bundle up a little extra to avoid being
outside for longer.
But there’s been one thing standing in my way recently.
No, it is not the ice – I avoid that when possible or just bike slowly – and no it
is not the surprising lack of true bike lanes, rather than shared shoulder lanes, in
Winona.
It is the state of the bike racks on campus.
You see, it appears that in the process of plowing the pedestrian walkways after
every snow, campus plow operators direct a significant amount of snow straight
into the bike racks. This renders them incredibly difficult to use – with mounds
of snow on either side of the rack, forcing one to wade through calf deep cold to
access the rack – or completely useless – with the peaks of these mounds covering
any usable space. And this happens every snowfall.
I think all parties agree that environmentalism is a keystone of this university. In
fact, the Winona State University Bicycle Task Force stands to “encourage greater
use of bicycles to and from campus as a means to reduce vehicle traffic and to address various other issues relating to maintaining the beauty, safety, and integrity
of the campus grounds,” according to their website.
Therefore, a solution to remedy these frozen bike racks would benefit not only
the student and community cyclists in the area but also the environment and the
philosophical pillars upon which this university rests.
I shall now therefore humbly propose my own thoughts, which I hope will not be
liable to the least objection by student or faculty, community member of administrative staff.
I have been assured by a very knowing student of my acquaintance that a large
pile of snow can be melted down and eliminated completely by a simple cloud
of flame, and I do therefore humbly offer it to administrative consideration that
cyclists at Winona State be permitted to carry flamethrowers in order to properly
utilize the bike racks during the wintertime.
There are several steps that the university could take to employ this solution.
My first proposal is that each student be supplied a ready-to-use flamethrower
as part of regular tuition. Commercially available flamethrowers run anywhere
from $1,500 to $2,000, which would hike up tuition rates around 20 percent for all
students paying in state tuition and roughly 14 percent for all out of state students.
This of course, might be considered an undue financial burden for non-cyclists,
especially those who already invest in parking passes, so my second proposal
would be an opt-in program for 100 regular cyclists each year. These 100 students
could easily clear the bike racks for the rest of the cyclists, and the cost of the
flamethrowers could be spread out as a fee to the rest of the student population.
Assuming a student population of 8,500, in-state students would only see a 0.23
percent increase in tuition and out of state students would see a 0.14 percent increase.
Continued on page 15, see Editorial.
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Editorial, continued from page 14.
But there remains still a possibility that during extended periods of time,
such as winter break, these 100 students might not be present on campus,
which leads me to my third proposal, stationed flamethrowers.
The Winona State campus contains roughly two dozen bike racks, and a
flamethrower could be stationed and chained to each bike rack for use when
necessary. Not only would this cut down the tuition hike to less than a tenth
of a percent, but it would also ensure every cyclist would have access to a
ready-to-use flamethrower at any given time of the year.
Many readers may have noticed none of these figures include napalm mix
for the flame throwers to set aflame and propel at the snow. It’s a valid point;
however, as the throwers would be used fairly infrequently, and as a typical
napalm mix runs for around $250, the figure involved would not be notable
in the grand scheme of things.
I will also address the issue of safety, a bogus argument popularized by
television and movies. As Brooks E. Brooks explains in his 2003 book “The
Chemical Warfare Service: chemicals in combat,” the modern flamethrower,
first developed around 1915, has come a long way since its WWI ancestor.
Today the flamethrower is safe and effective if used properly.
I can think of not one objection that will possibly be raised against this
proposal unless it should be urged that the area cyclists be significantly discouraged in their cycling activities. Therefore, let no person speak of other
solutions: of installing differently styled bike racks that might be more usable
in the winter; of moving or installing new bike racks in locations where it is
not necessary to pile snow; of plowing the snow onto the grass where other
snow is frequently plowed; of plowing snow to the sides of the walkways and
leaving the bike racks clean; of containing the snow to part of the bicycle rack
rather than the entire rack.
Therefore I repeat, let no person, be they student, faculty or administrative
member, object to this solution till he or she has at least some glimpse of hope
that there will ever be a legitimate attempt to put them into practice.
I sustain, with the deepest sincerity, that I have no personal interest in employing this proposal other than to benefit Winona State cyclists, Winona area
cyclists and the environment as a whole. I hope that the Winona State Bicycle
Task Force and the Winona State Administration as a whole take note of my
proposal and employ a solution that they deem fit for our community.
COLIN KOHRS
news reporter
ckohrs14@winona.edu

Maze by news reporter Colin Kohrs.
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SPORTS
Senior rises as Athlete of the Week

S

he spent three years behind two extraordinary
point guards and battled a brief knee injury,
and now that it is her time to shine, she is still all
about the team effort.
Senior Jenny Tuttle, point guard for the No.
23-ranked Winona State University women’s
basketball team, was named Athlete of the Week
for the week of Feb. 1, and her talent as a guard is
not one that will always show on the scoreboard.
“There are a lot of people that are shot-makers,
but she’s a play-maker and that makes her special,” head coach Scott Ballard said.
And that is exactly what she loves to do.
“I just love when we have a play and it goes
pass, pass, pass and someone scores,” Tuttle said.
“I love dishing out really cool assists.”
But she was not always the floor general.
During her first year, Tuttle, a cardiac rehabilitation major with a nutrition minor, tore her
ACL in her ninth game.
“[She] missed the rest of that year,” Ballard said.
“That slowed her down her sophomore year.”
For Tuttle, her knee injury is an event of the
past.
She said, “I try to forget that happened.”
But she said while she was able to rehabilitate from the injury, it did have a lasting mental
effect.
“It taught me a lot about myself; it was kind of
a humbling experience,” Tuttle said. “You really
learn how to work hard and appreciate what you
have and not take every day playing on the court
for granted.”
But even after recovery, she still had to wait
until she could resume her role.
“Her junior year she played behind two extraordinary guards, Connor Nagle and Alexis
Foley and waited her turn,” Ballard said.
And this year as a senior, Tuttle has become a
true team player.
“It’s been very refreshing to watch how much
she’s developed and become an impact player for
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Winona State senior Jenny Tuttle dribbles down the court against Minnesota State University,
Mankato during Saturday’s home game. Tuttle was named Athlete of the Week in the beginning
of February.

NIKKO ARIES
photographer
naries12@winona.edu

us,” Ballard said.
Currently the Warriors have their sights set
This weekend Tuttle shot 30 points in a douhigh, with their goal to “win conference and
bleheader against Concordia University, St. Paul
make it to the national tournament again,”
Golden Bears and the Minnesota State Univeraccording to Tuttle. “and hopefully see a champisity, Mankato Mavericks. The Warriors first beat
onship.”
the Golden Bears on Friday 69-59, reaching 20
Teamwork is something Tuttle believes the
season wins, but lost 71-78 to the Mavericks the
team needs to amp up and be successful as they
following day.
turn out the rest of the season.
“Jenny Tuttle handled the pressure very well
“[We need to] just come together,” Tuttle said.
and played a lot of minutes,” Ballard said after the “Every big game that we’ve won, we’ve played as
game against Mankato in which Tuttle played for a team. And we can’t play as individuals. We just
37 minutes, dishing out seven assists and scoring need to come together, be strong, and we know
14 points.
how to play our game.”
“She’s a student of the game. She makes everyCOLIN KOHRS
one around her better. She’s very skilled,” Ballard news reporter
ckohrs14@winona.edu
continued.
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Gymnastics places third in Harley Invitational

W

inona State University’s gymnastics team
took third place at the Harley Invitational in Milwaukee, Wisc. on Friday, Feb. 10 with
a score of 186.850. Junior captain Katie Carling
said the meet went well.
“We had a lot of awesome hit routines,” Carling
said. “… we came in ahead of Eau Claire, but
got beat by Whitewater and Southeast Missouri
State.”
Carling received a score of 9.075 on bars, while
junior Katie Pipp scored a 9.525, taking home
fifth place for bars.
Junior Eboni Jackson, currently the only Winona State gymnast competing for an all-around
score, placed fourth with a score of 37.225. Firstyear Samia Taylor also placed fourth in vault with
a score of 9.400. Besides high scores from players,
the meet contained a few other highlights.
“Hannah Norman hit her bar set all the way
through for the first time, so that was a really
stand out performance right there,” Carling said.
“We had Alyssa Carroll, who is usually a floor
and beam girl, but she added her vault back in
yesterday, so that was a standout thing. We have a
lot of stand out things each meet.” Carling said.

With 12 of the 26 members being first-year
students, the fresh team has needed time to grow,
according to head coach Beckie Rolbiecki.
“They have really taken the challenge of growing each week, and taking that to heart and doing
their part to make that happen. As a result, our
scores are reflecting that. The cohesiveness of the
team is really important when it comes to putting
together a great meet, and I’m seeing more and
more of that,” Rolbiecki said.
As regionals grow closer, the team continues
to hone their skills. The team is currently ranked
third in the WIAC.
Carling said, “As a team, [the goal] is just to
make it to nationals; that’s what we work every
single day for. We’re looking for that every day.
Individually, I just want to try and make my sets
more consistent so that I can try and be more of a
help for the team,” Carling said.
There are still six meets left until regionals,
but the team has been scoring high early in the
season. At the University of Wisconsin-Stout
last weekend, the Warriors took home a score of
187.65.
“We’re competing at an incredibly high level

right now for this time of the year. We didn’t hit
a 187 last year until the end of the season, at nationals. So to have a 191 and 187 under our belt
at this time of year is amazing, especially when
you look at the youth of this group. I just think
it’s phenomenal,” Rolbiecki said.
The Stout meet was scored by local judges,
which are the same judges who have to assess the
team at regionals.
“The sooner we can have a good performance
in front of the judges, the better able we are to
show them that we are a solid and very competitive program,” Rolbiecki said. “It’s important that
we can perform well in front of our local judges,
and show them that we are strong and competitive, and the kids knocked it out of the park. It
was an intense meet, and we expected it to be a
much closer meet score-wise, but our kids came
through.”
The Warriors will compete at home against the
University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire on Friday,
Feb. 17 at 6:30 p.m. in the Smile On meet.
EMMA CAVANAUGH
sports reporter
ecavanaugh14@winona.edu
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Men’s basketball splits final home games

First-year guard Caleb Wagner looks for an open pass during the Winona State men’s basketball game against Concordia University, St. Paul
on Friday, Feb. 10 in McCown Gymnasium. The Warriors beat the Golden Bears 82-67 after playing deep into their bench.

T

he Winona State University men’s basketball
team beat the Concordia University, St. Paul
Golden Bears Friday night at home 82-67 after a
second-half surge of hot shooting. The following
day the Warriors fell on Senior Day to the
Minnesota State University, Mankato Mavericks
by one point, 68-69.
After a competitive first half in which key
starters of the Winona State team dealt with foul
trouble, the Warriors outscored the Golden Bears
in the second half.
Head coach Todd Eisner was forced to go deep
into his bench while struggling with the foul
trouble. First-years Caleb Wagner and Spencer
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Treder played some big minutes off the bench.
really score in bunches and he got a bunch going
Wagner scored eight first-half points and
early to start the second half, which was good to
knocked down two 3-pointers.
see since he had to sit a good portion of the first
“We had a lot of points per game sitting on the half.”
bench a good majority of the first half,” Eisner
Sophomore Connor Flack led the Warriors
said. “I thought the guys that came in did a really with a season-high 21 points. He shot four of six
good job of keeping our heads above water. Caleb from the 3-point line in the game.
was very good in the first half.”
“I felt comfortable and in rhythm. I got one to
In the second half, the Warriors came out and
go in and felt like I could shoot another one and
pulled away thanks to a few key players.
that went in, so I just felt comfortable shooting
Senior Riley Bambenek scored 10 of his 16
it,” Flack said.
points in the second half and connected on four
of five 3-point attempts in the game.
Eisner said, “Riley has been someone who can Continued on page 19, see Basketball.
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Basketball, continued from page 18.
The Warriors played the Mavericks for their
Senior Day on Saturday.
The senior class for the Warriors this season
includes Bambenek, Josh Mongan, Isaiah Gray
and Kyle Bauman, and three of these players have
scored least 1,000 career points.
Eisner said, “All four seniors have made
positive contributions to our program in their
own respective way. They each can be proud of
their individual accomplishments during their
time at WSU.”
The Warriors trailed throughout most of the
first half against the Mavericks, but fought back
and got within three points before halftime.
In the second half, both teams battled in
a tightly contested game. Early in the half
Bambenek scored his 21st point of the game to
give him 1,500 total career points. Bambenek
is the 13th Winona State player to reach that
milestone.
Bambenek, who scored his career-high 33
points against Mankato his first year, finished his
final home game with 28 points.
The second half was a back-and-forth battle.
With more than three minutes remaining,
Winona State led 66-59. Mankato responded
with a 7-0 run to tie the game at 66.
With a minute remaining, the Mavericks split
a pair of free throws to take the lead by a point.
Bauman answered back with a layup to put the
Warriors ahead 68-67.
Mankato came down and connected on a jump
shot to put them up by a point with 4.2 seconds
remaining.
Winona State had one final possession to win
the game and got a decent look at a last-second
3-point attempt that did not go in. The Warriors
had their senior night spoiled, losing 68-69.
The team competed hard both nights but is still
looking for improvements to finish the season,
according to Flack.
“I think we have a lot of things to work on and

Senior Isaiah Gray prepares to shoot a free throw after drawing a foul during
the men’s basketball game Friday, Feb. 10 in the McCown Gymnasium.

it definitely starts at the defensive end,” Flack
said. “We have to keep people out of the paint
and keep people in front of us.”
The Warriors play their final two regular season
games on the road against Augustana University
in Sioux Falls, S.D. at 8 p.m. Friday, Feb. 17 and
against Wayne State College in Wayne, Neb. the

BRIANNA MURPHY
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following day at 6 p.m. Winona State currently
stands with an 11-13 overall record and 8-12 in
the conference.
BY ADAM KIRK
sports reporter
akirk12@winona.edu
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HOROSCOPE | Week of Feb. 15 | By Colin Kohrs
Aries (March 21 to April 19)
Roses are red. Violets are blue.
Never again will you sniff that
much glue.
Taurus (April 20 to May 20)
This week you will discover your
love for putting on a cabaretstyle drag performance. The
manager at Perkins will not share
the same feeling.
Gemini (May 21 to June 20)
If you ask your boss, you will get
a promotion at work this week.
If your boss says no, you weren’t
loud enough. Repeat until
successful.

20 - PARTING

Cancer (June 21 to July 22)
Your affinity for dressing up
as a grizzly bear and marching
around schools is starting to have
political consequences. Stop
immediately.
Leo (July 23 to Aug. 22)
It’s the week of Valentine’s
Day! Yay! It’s also the 15year anniversary of the time
you opened that ancient Aztec
demon-box! Oh no!
Virgo (Aug. 23 to Sept. 22)
Always wear your seatbelt.
Libra (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22)
Circle circle, dot dot, you should

get a tetanus shot. Like actually.
Now’s your reminder.
Scorpio (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21)
Your excitement for the
Shamrock Shake will decrease
exponentially after you learn
what your roommate does with
them.

howbow dah,” memes from your
Facebook timeline immediately
in preparation for a surprise
visitor this week.
Aquarius (Jan. 20 to Feb. 18)
As an Aquarius, you share the
same star sign as Kellyanne
Conway, which means you have
a good chance at getting into her
will. Send her a letter and see
what strings you can pull.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21)
Yes, you’re a spitting image, and
yes, you have the accent down
perfectly. Regardless, nobody is
Pisces (Feb. 19 to March 20)
going to appreciate your Rudy
If you’ve never swam the 100Giuliani costume as much as you. yard butterfly before, now is
not the week. Avoid pools and
Capricorn (Dec. 22 to Jan. 19)
anaerobic activity in general.
Delete all the “Cash me ousside

